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View of Nashville, circa 1860
from south of Broadway

approx. from the vantage of the Country Music Hall of Fame





Mississippian Period mounds 
built between 1000 -1600 A.D.



Longhunters were some of the first, non-native American 
frontiersman to go beyond the Blue Ridge Mountains.  

They broke treaties and laws so they could trespass and 
poach game on native American lands.





James Robertson
Originally an attorney from North 
Carolina, he was the co-leader 
with John Donelson of the small 
group of settlers who founded 
Fort Nashboro.



Cumberland Gap
Near the point where the modern day states of KY, TN & VA meet







Rendering of the attack on the Stewart family’s boat by the 
Cherokee on the Tennessee River



Flatboat





Charlotte Reeves Robertson
(1751-1843)

co-founder of Nashville
wife of James Robertson



Attack on Fort Nashboro, April 2nd, 1781
Had not Charlotte Robertson unleashed their dogs on the 

native American marauders, the tiny settlement of Fort 
Nashboro might have failed then and there. 



First Baptist Church
Circa 1820
On Spring St. which is now 
Church St.



A dashing, young 
Andrew Jackson



Travellers Rest Plantation
Built in 1799 By Judge John Overton



Rachel Donelson Jackson
1767-1828



One of only two known period depictions of a Cherokee village.  
Painted from the original sketch by the younger brother of Louis-

Phillipe (King of France 1830-1848) on their 1797 tour of America.



The First Hermitage (circa 1804)
These cabins can still be seen, at least in part, at the Hermitage.



The Hermitage (circa 1820).



Rendering of the General Jackson
The first steamboat to come to Nashville - March, 1819





jJohn Quincy Adams
(1767-1848)

• President of the 
United States 1825-
1829

• Lost to Andrew 
Jackson in the 
election of 1828



Rachel Donelson Jackson
1767-1828



Andrew Jackson
• 1767-1828
• 7th President of the United States
1829-1837

• Hero of the Battle of New Orleans
• “Old Hickory”



Andrew Jackson

• This is Andrew 
Jackson’s grave



Sam Houston
(1793 – 1863)
• Congressman from 

Tennessee
• Governor of Tennessee
• Commander in Chief of the 

armies of Texas
• President of the Republic of 

Texas
• Senator from Texas
• Governor of Texas



• Hannah Jackson

Hannah 
Jackson

HANNAH JACKSON
1794-1895
• Purchased by Jackson when 
she was between 8-12 yrs. old. 
• Enslaved companion of Rachel 
Jackson.
• Later Head of the enslaved, 
household servants.
•Married to Aaron Jackson with 
whom she 10 children, all of 
whom lived to adulthood.



Emily 
Donelson
1807-1836

- niece of Rachel  
Jackson
- wife of A. J. 
Donelson, her first 
cousin & ward of the 
Jackson’s
- First Lady of the 
Unites States (1829-
1836)
-Died at age 29 at 
Tulip Grove of 
tuberculosis.



James K. Polk

James Knox Polk
1795-1849

• TN Congressman
• Speaker of  U.S. House 
1835-1839
• Governor of Tennessee
• 11th President of the 
United States of America
1845-1849





James K. Polk

James Knox Polk 1795-1849
• TN Congressman
• Speaker of  U.S. House 1835-1839
• Governor of Tennessee
• 11th President of the United States of America 1845-1849



Henry Clay
1777-1852

• Congressman from KY 
intermittently from 1806-
1852, representing 3 different 
parties
•Speaker of the House for 6 
sessions of Congress



ALFRED 
JACKSON
(1812 – 1901)



The Mexican-American War was an armed military conflict between 
the United States and Mexico from 1846 to 1848 in the wake of the 
Polk’s move 1845 annexation of Texas.  Mexico did not recognize 

Texas’s 1836 secession and considered it a rebel province.



SARAH 
CHILDRESS 

POLK

(1803-1891)
First Lady of the United 
States from 1845-1849



First Presbyterian Church  (now Downtown Presbyterian Church
Designed by William Strickland, architect of the Capitol, in 1851 

Largest Egyptian Revival style building in the world



Nave of the First Presbyterian Church 
• Currently the Downtown Presbyterian Church

•Interior not completed until the 1880’s







Located on the public square backing up to the river



CAPITAL BUILDING DURING THE CIVIL WAR



Wiliam Strickland 1788-1854



Baptist Sunday School Board
Now Lifeways Christian Resources

On the corner of Church St. & Polk Alley





The earliest known photograph of Nashville taken around 
1856 at the public square  which would currently be just 

in front of the Davidson County Courthouse.







Surrender of Nashville to the Union Army, February 23rd, 1862



Andrew 
Johnson 1808 -

1875
• Congressman and 

Senator
• Military Governor 
of TN (1862-1864) 
•17th President of 
the United States 

(1865-1869)
• Acquitted of 

impeachment by 1 
vote 





Fort Negley, circa 1863



Deforested view of Nashville during its occupation by the Union 
Army during the Civil War



1863 prostitution license for Nashville



The Battle of Franklin – Nov. 30, 1864



Gen. John Bell Hood, C.S.A.
(1831-1879)
Commander of the Army of TN





Battle of Nashville
Looking south on Hillsboro Pike at the hill just before 

entering modern day Green Hills. Immediately on the left 
side of this view is where Starbucks is now located.



• P
SStones River National Cemetery, Murfreesboro, TN 1866

111TH United States Colored Infantry reburying Union soldiers
from the Battle of Franklin



Adelicia 
Hayes 

Franklin 
Acklen 

Cheatham

(1817-1887)



Isaac Franklin

(1789-1846)

Wealthy slave trader 
and planter

Owned Fairvue Plantation

1st husband of Adelicia 
Hayes



Fairvue (circa 1832)
Originally the home of Adelicia and Isaac Franklin

Now the centerpiece of “The Last Plantation” golf community



Belle Meade Plantation
Harding family home from 1807 – 1906



Joseph Acklen

(1816-1863)
Attorney

Congressman
First Game Warden of TN

2nd husband of Adelicia 
Hayes Franklin



Belmont (circa 1853)
Originally the home of Adelicia and Joseph Acklen

Now the centerpiece of Belmont University



Adelicia 
Hayes 

Franklin 
Acklen 

Cheatham

(1817-1887)



Dr. William Archer 
Cheatham

(1820-1900)

Medical Reformer
Superintendent of the 
TN Lunatic Assylum

3nd husband of Adelicia 
Hayes Franklin Acklen



Gen. Clinton Fisk
(1828-1890)
•Commissioner of the 
Nashville branch of the 
Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen and Abandoned 
Lands
•Prohibition Party candidate 
for U.S. President in 1888 



Central Tennessee College 1866
Forerunner of Meharry Medical College



Fisk University’s Jubilee Singers





Jubilee Hall, Fisk University,1873



1880, Nashville, poll tax receipt 
- For Prince Albert Ewing
- Former slave
- One of Nashville’s first African American Attorneys



• PPRINCE ALBERT 
EWING

(1849 – 1921)

ATTORNEY
JUDGE

BANK FOUNDER



Bob Green with Bonnie Scotland (1853-1880)
Established a most important line of sires in America



Vanderbilt University, circa 1870’s



Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt
(1794-1877)
• Railroad Baron
• Philanthropist
• Patriarch of the Vanderbilt family



Dr. John Berrien Lindsley
(1822 – 1897)
Founded:
• Medical department at the 
University of Nashville (1850
• Montgomery Bell Academy 
(1867)
• George Peabody College 
(1875)





Approx. 1870’s era photograph of the wharf at Nashville





Lumber mill on the east bank of the Cumberland River
You can see Rolling Mill Hill on the upper right side.



Nashville & Chattanooga Station, Approx. 1864
In the gulch near Church Street



Vine Street Temple
1876 – 1954
• Reform Jewish 
• Located on opposite 
where the Renaissance 
Hotel is now situated, on 
7th Avenue North between 
Church and Commerce 
Streets



Sam Jones
(1847-1906)

The South’s most famous preacher in the late 19th century





Ryman Auditorium
circa 1893



David 
Lipscomb 
University
Founded in 1891 as 
the Nashville Bible 
School by David 
Lipscomb and 
James Harding



Economic Panic on August 10th, 1893
view of the Fourth National Bank

on College St. (now 3rd Ave. N.) just south of Union Street



Proof Reading Department, National Baptist Publishing Board
• Founded by Richard Henry Boyd in 1896

• photograph circa 1908





Matilda Morgan (age 38),
her daughter,

Irene Weaver (age 12)  
and unknown others  
attend the Tennessee 

Centennial Exposition in 
1897, 

located where Centennial 
Park is now



Union Station, under construction in 1899



Begun in 1899 by Richard Lindsey and named for 
his daughter.  Purchased by the Cohen Williams 
family is 1941, Martha White Flour has been the 

longest, continuous sponsor of the Grand Old Opry. 
(since 1948).  Now owned by J.M. Smucker, Co.



WERTHAN BAG AND BURLAP
LOCATED IN GERMANTOWN ON ROSA PARKS BLVD. 

(FORMERLY 8TH AVE. N.)
STILL HOME TO WERTHAN INDUSTRIES AS WELL AS THE NEW 

WERTHAN LOFT CONDOMINIUMS.





National Life & Accident Insurance Company
On the corner of 7th Avenue N. & Union Street, photograph circa 1926

Founded in 1901 by C.A. Craig, R. Clements, R. Fort, T.Tyne & W.R. Wills



Richard Henry 
Boyd
(1855-1922) 
Formerly enslaved
Self taught
Founder of:
• National Baptist Publishing 
Board
• National Baptist Convention
• One Cent Savings Bank
• Globe Publishing, which ran a 
newspaper for African 
Americans







President Teddy Roosevelt
In motorcade at the University of Nashville, Oct. 22, 1907





Marathon Motor Works – where the first 
automobile was manufactured in the South, 
now where Yazoo City Brewery is located





First Faculty at Tennessee A&I Normal School, 1912





James E. Caldwell
(1890-1968)
Founder of Caldwell & 
Company







Dupont munitions plant in Old Hickory





PRINTER’S 
ALLEY
(BETWEEN 3RD & 4TH

AVENUES NORTH)



One of the 
early, strong 
supporters 
for women’s 
rights!



Josephine Pearson, the lady on the left, was head of the state anti-suffragette 
organization.  She lived in a cottage in the Monteagle Sunday School Assembly 

where you will be later today.



Photograph of Anne Dallas 
Dudley and her two children 
used to counter the attack 
that she was a “man hating, 
childless, she-male”



The lobby of the Hermitage Hotel, built in 1910, dressed 
in summer whites.



Harry T. Burn
(1895 - 1977)

State Representative
• 1918-1922
• At 22 years of age, 

he was the 
youngest person 
elected to the TN 
State House of 
Representatives

State Senator
• 1948-1952



Dear Son,

Hurrah and vote for suffrage!  
Don’t keep them in doubt!  I notice 
some of the speeches against.  They 
were bitter.  I have been watching 
to see how you stood, but have not 
noticed anything yet.  Don’t forget 
to be a good boy and help Mrs. 
Catt put the ‘rat’ in ratification. 

Your mother



James Bruce Mason patented the first, swivel-up tube for lipstick!



Jarman Shoe Company
Changed its name to General Shoe Company in 1933
Changed its name to Genesco in 1959. 





W.S.M.’s Grand Ole Opry





Cheekwood, completed in 1932
home of Mable and Leslie Cheek



THIS ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR CALDWELL & CO. 
RAN IN MANY 
BUSINESS 
PUBLICATIONS 
BETWEEN 1925-1929. 



First Nashville firm to purchase a seat 
on the New York Stock Exchange, 

1930



HORACE GREELEY HILL, SR.
1873-1942





WSM’s New RADIO  TOWER (circa 1932)
THE TALLEST RADIO TOWER IN NORTH AMERICA WHEN BUILT

50,000 WATTS OF CLEAR CHANNEL FREQUENCY
ON CONCORD ROAD IN BRENTWOOD



BERRY FIELD, NASHVILLE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT
(BUILT IN 1937)







Eddy Arnold
• Born in 1918
• Between 1945 & 1983, 
he had 145 charted 
songs and 28 #1 hits.



Charles S. Johnson (1893-1956)
• Head of the Urban League 1921

• Leading patron of the Harlem Renaissance
• First African American president of Fisk University

• At Fisk, he led Racial Relations Institutes which helped clear the way for the 
Civil Rights Movement to come



HANK WILLIAMS, SR. (1923-1953)
Signed by Acuff-Rose in 1946



SOUTHERN PLASTICS
Founded in 1949, now United Record Pressing



Nashville’s City Council - 1951





Old Hickory Damn
(Completed in 1954)



ELVIS 
PRESLEY
OCTOBER 2, 1954
RYMAN AUDITORIUM
HIS ONE AND ONLY 
GRAND OLE OPRYLIFE 
APPEARANCE



Recording session at Owen Bradley’s quonset 
hut recording studio on Music Row

(804 16th Avenue South)



LIFE & CASUALTY 
TOWER
• Upon construction in 1957, it 
was the tallest building in the 
South.
• Designed by Edwin Keeble of 
Nashville



September 9, 1957
13 African American parents enrolled their children in formerly all

white schools in Nashville





MAP OF DAVIDSON COUNTY PRIOR TO CONSOLIDATION



NASHVILLE MAYOR BEN WEST & DAVIDSON COUNTY JUDGE 
BEVERLY BRILEY DISCUSS PLANS FOR CONSOLIDATION. 





REV. KELLY MILLER SMITH 
(1920-1984)

PASTOR  OF FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH, CAPITOL HILL 

(1951-1984)



PROTEST  MARCH IN NASHVILLE, 1960
C.T. VIVIAN, DIANE NASH & BERNARD LAFAYETTE





Bombing of the Looby house, April 19, 1960



APRIL 19, 1960 
0ver 3000 people 

participated in this march 
to the Davidson County 

Courthouse following the 
bombing of Z. Alexander 

Looby’s house.



JAMES LAWSON ADDRESSES A CROWD AT GORDON 
METHODIST CHURCH, MARCH  1960.  KELLY MILLER SMITH 

AND JOHN LEWIS ARE TO LAWSON’S RIGHT. 



DIANE NASH
- Born in 1938
- Fisk University student
- Leader and strategist of the 

student wing of the 1960’s 
civil rights movement

- Leader of the desegregation
of Nashville lunch counters

- Freedom Rider
- Founder of the Student 

Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee

- Founder of the Selma Voting 
Rights Movement 



WILMA RUDOLPH (1940-1994)
First American Woman to win 3 gold medals in track & field 

during a single, Olympic game



FRED ROSE
(1897-1954)
Songwriter

Co-founder of 
Acuff Rose Music

JIMMY ROGERS
(1897-1933)
Country Singer
Yodeler
Known as the Father
of Country Music

HANK 
WILLIAMS
(1923-1953)
Singer
Songwriter





JACK MASSEY
(chairman of the board), 

COL. HARLAN SANDERS 
(founder)

& JOHN Y. BROWN, JR.
(President)

KENTUCKY FRIED 
CHICKEN

FEBRUARY 1967



SOUTHERN PLASTICS
Founded in 1949, now United Record Pressing



MOTOWN SUITE AT SOUTHERN PLASTICS
(CIRCA 1960’S)



Sen. Al Gore, Sr.
(1907-1998)

U.S. Representative
(1939-1944 and 1945-1953)

U.S. Senator
(1953-1971)



INTERSTATE I-40 CUT RIGHT THROUGH 
THE HEART OF THE JEFFERSON STREET 

BUSINESS DISTRICT



THE GOSPEL MUSIC ASSOCIATION IS 
CHARTERED IN NASHVILLE IN 1964



Percy 
Priest 
Damn

(completed in 
1967)



Nelson C. 
Andrews

(1927 – 2009)
led the fight to get 
liquor by the drink 
passed in 1967



DR. THOMAS FRIST, SR.     JACK MASSEY DR. THOMAS FRIST, JR.
(1910-1998)  (1904-1990) (b. 1939)

Founded Hospital Corp. of America (HCA) in 1968 & took it public in 1969



MR. D’S RESTAURANT,  FOUNDED BY RAY DANNER IN 1969
IN 1971, DANNER AVQUIRED SHONEY’S & MOVED IT TO NASHVILLE.



DAN EVINS
(1935-2012)

FOUNDER OF CRACKER BARRELL 
OLD COUNTRY STORES



COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME MUSEUM
(1967-2000)

LOCATED FACING WHERE THE ROUNDABOUT IS NOW SET







OPRAH WINFREY 
IS CROWNED 
MISS BLACK 
TENNESSEE 

1972
NASHVILLE





“NEW” GRAND OLE OPRY HOUSE
1974





JACK C. MASSEY  (1904-1990)
FIRST PERSON IN THE NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGES 

HISTORY TO BRING 3 PUBLIC COMPANIES TO THE BIG BOARD!



AMERICAN GENERAL  TAKES OVER NATIONAL  LIFE 
AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY IN 1984



DAVE WACHTEL BUYS THE O’CHARLEY’S 
RESTAURANT ON 21ST AVENUE AND GROWS IT TO 

MORE THAN 230 SUCH RESTAURANTS





Saturn plant in Spring Hill, TN.



Bridgestone Corp. moved to 
Nashville in 1992.



Bronson Ingram
(1931-1995)
At his death, he had built his 
business his business to be:
- 14th largest privately held 
companies in the U.S.
- largest wholesale distributor 
of pre-recorded videos
- world’s largest distributor of 
microcomputer hardware & 
software
- controlled 52% of the 
wholesale book distribution to 
American retail bookstores
- 3rd largest inland waterway 
carrier in the U.S.





TENNESSEE TITANS!



Frist Center for the Visual Arts 
(2001)



Country Music Hall of Fame (2001)



Reading Room of the Nashville Public Library 
(2001)



BONNAROO MUSIC FESTIVAL BEGINS IN 2002



SCHERMERHORN SYMPHONY CENTER 
(2006)



Nissan North America President, Carlos Ghosn, 
answers questions with Gov. Phil Bredesen about 

their relocation to Nashville, November 2005



MUSIC CITY CENTER (2013)




